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School Community Council Minutes 
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Present: Tom Olsen, Joanna Mantz, (School Board: Kathryn Christiansen, Teri Rhodes), Connie 
Rawlins, Becky Nielson, Sherylyn Doyle, Phil Morris, Mike Monson, Curt Hanks, Toni Gibbons, 
Kathy Fishburn, Shannon Hougaard. (Absent: John Womack, Ryan Grunig, Rebekah Hunt, 
Mindee Hoopes, Stefani Thatcher, Sara Nelson Hallock, Cheryl Peck, Dennalee Evans) 
 
Sherylyn welcomed us. Toni motioned to approve minutes from the last meeting, Becky 
seconded the motion and all were in favor of approval. 
Sherylyn opened nominations for a new chairperson for next year. Becky nominated Sarah and 
Shannon seconded the nomination. Shannon also nominated Toni, Sherylynn seconded Toni – 
with Connie Rawlins as co –chair.  Voting was unanimous for Toni as new chairperson. 
 
Mike said that since all the council are returning members, we don’t need a lot of time to go 
through all the nuances of the Community Council, but said that here are training 
opportunities, would be good to go each year to help understand how Trustlands work.  The 
District training on Oct 9th or 10th is the best, and the shortest and should not last more than an 
hour.  There are State training and some online training available as well. 

 
This year there is an additional responsibility for the council, to oversee the TSSA money, which 
is the appropriation of money from the legislature, as well as the Trustland money.  
We receive around $177,000 in Trustland money. The designation set for Trustland money is to 
support the Language Arts, ESL students, and to buy materials and books for the Library for the 
lower end readers.  The TSSA money, which is close to about the same amount $153,000 we 
will be using to hire an aide for ESL students who is a former ESL teacher.  She will work with all 
our teachers, and then she will pre-teach the lesson before they go to class.  A change we have 
made in the ESL program, which has found success is a push-in model.  The students are better 
off being in class with peers with the ESL class being the support.  What holds ESL students back 
from moving forward is fluency. The teachers will work with students on fluency, and then will 
help them understand and comprehend better.  We will also work with them on the ACT.  We 
are starting a Schmoop class, an ACT prep class during RCK hour.  Tom said it is individualized – 
the student will take a pre-test then it will design a curriculum for the student.  Counseling is 
putting together a 14-week course, which is more structured as a group.  Students can do either 
way.  Bardett suggested to have teachers let their substitute teachers use Schmoop instead of 
watching videos. We are also looking at doing a class during RCK hour with ESL kids.  
Our 2nd Goal is to improve students test scores on the Aspire test and would like to put portable 
computer labs in each of the writing classes and a Chrome book lab in math department.  We 
have a Math Lab course for students that struggle in math, and then they will have a math 
support class along with their regular math class.   
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Teacher training is also a big part of the goal.  Phil is taking a group to a conference for grading 
and assessment. We have put a big emphasis on the grading process in the past few years, to 
have it be more reflective on what the students have learned.   
Our technology goal is not to put a computer in each student’s hand, but to make one available 
for every student. 
Our 3rd goal is a behavior goal.  It supports our Ambassador program, and encouraging every 
student in the school to be involved in a club or sport.  The Ambassadors have a group of 
freshmen students that they are mentors for. 
The Peer Court is another part of this goal.  Phil said peer court is set up depending on what the 
needs are- the student and parents meet with the Peer Court, are given goals to work on, and 
then they meet with them again.  Some may be turned back to the Administration or law 
enforcement.  The Peer Court is another opportunity for students to be in a leadership position.  
The first Peer Court is tomorrow at 11:40.  Shannon asked how the students needing to go to 
Peer Court take it.  Phil said that not all of them follow through.  Students that are serving on 
the Peer Court have no issues with calling the parents out, they do a great job! Curt and Phil are 
taking the students down to SLC to Peer Court training.   Last year was the first year for Sky 
View to have a Peer Court.  The process for deciding on which students to be on the peer court 
is as follows: We ask for recommendations from teachers, but also look at students who are 
willing to do something.  We select the Peer Court after all of the Student Body and class officer 
elections. The vast majority of students coming to the peer court are freshmen and 
sophomores.   
Habitude training is part of the 3rd goal as well as some money that is also going towards the 
Hope Squad. They are a great group of students that really try to reach out and help others. We  
will monitor the goals and money throughout the year.  The Trustland money also pays for half 
of a teacher’s salary.   We’ve had 2 teachers that have been part time, that have gone full time-  
Niki Gardner and Andrea Thompson.   
 
Another responsibility of the council is Safe Technology and Safety.  We have used Netzsmart 
for an assembly in past years.  We think the students get a little tired of it every year.  
Netzsmart was not picked up by the state this year, but we need to find a way to get that 
message to the students.  The PTA is donating $500 and some of TSSA money will be used to 
schedule Colin Kartchner to come speak in March.   
 
Members took a short 12-question quiz about Multicultural and Equity Awareness and then 
discussed the answers. Handouts were also distributed on about developmental assets. We had 
the students take a survey in the Habitude trainings and we will have the results from that at 
the next meeting.  
 
Meeting adjourned until October 15th 
 


